[image: image1.jpg]



The Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club


               of America    





Board of Directors


Mary Jo Rasmussen, President


Teri Stanger, 1st Vice President


Doreen Holly, 2nd Vice President


Cathy Cooper, Secretary


Holly Webb, Treasurer





Dave Gerzabek, Director


Val Guthrie, Director


Lori Houha, Director


Steve Likevich, Director


Mike Rusk, Director


Elizabeth Schuh, Director





Cathy Cooper, AKC Delegate








Agouti Coat in the Greater Swiss Mountain Dog


A Directive to Judges





The disqualification for coat color in the GSMD states “Any color other than the “Black, Red and White” tricolored dog described above such as “Blue/Charcoal, Red and White” or “Red and White.”  The intent of this disqualification is to DQ blue dogs and red dogs.  It is understood that judges who are unfamiliar with the breed do not realize that we have blue (Weimaraner colored) puppies and red (Vizsla colored) puppies.  Both of those colors occur naturally within the breed and these are the colors which the DQ intended to penalize.





Fairly often in the GSMD the dogs present with a banded (agouti) coat.  These dogs have hair shafts that are black/brown/black on a single hair shaft.  It has recently come to our attention that some judges are considering this as a DQ.  That is not the intent of the standard.   It is understood that this can be confusing to those judges unfamiliar with the blue and the red GSMD.   At our next standard revision it will be possible to more clearly define the intent of the color DQ, but at this time we would appreciate judges respecting the intent of the standard.





If in a judge’s opinion the agouti is so widespread that it interferes with the appearance of the “striking, tricolored” dog described in the standard then it should be faulted to the extent of the deviation.  If in your opinion the dog so deviates by its color that it is not worthy of a ribbon that is your decision.   In a reminder the standard also states “Defects of both structure and temperament are to be judged more severely than mere lack of elegance because they reduce the animal’s capacity to work.”





We appreciate the time and effort that you have devoted to the understanding of our breed standard and hope that this is of some clarification to those of you with questions about the intent of the color DQ.  
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