
Exercise Judge’s Commands/Non-Passing Performance P/F 

Basic 
Control 
Heel 

Are you ready?  Forward, Slow, Fast, Normal, Right Turn, Left Turn, About Turn, Halt, Exercise finished.  

□ Dog frequently heels beyond handler’s reach 
□ No change of pace 
□ Dog is unmanageable 

□ Handler physically guides/touches dog 
□ Leash guidance 
□ Dog leaves ring 

Recall Are you ready? Sit your dog, Leave your dog, Call your dog, Exercise finished  
□ Handler gives more than one stay command 
□ Dog doesn’t stay 
□ Dog doesn’t come to handler 
□ Handler physically guides or touches dog 

□ Dog remains out of reach 
□ Dog leaves ring 
□ Dog doesn’t come within 15 seconds of 

handler’s first command 

Harness 
& 
Hitch 

Are you ready? Harness your dog, (Back your dog), Hitch your dog, Forward, Halt, Exercise finished  
□ Dog refuses to accompany hander to harnessing/hitching area 
□ Dog doesn’t wait while handler retrieves harness from cart 
□ Dog is uncooperative and/or resists harnessing and/or hitching 
□ Dog doesn’t move forward ten feet for equipment check 
□ Handler doesn’t properly harness or hitch the dog 
□ Apparatus balance is unsafe or causes dog trouble 
□ Handler physically guides dog, except when necessary 

□ Harness doesn’t fit correctly 
□ Hitch is unsafe 
□ Equipment is poorly designed/needs 

repair 
□ Draft equipment is inappropriate for site 
□ (Dog doesn’t back 3 feet in 1 minute) 
□ (Dog changes direction while backing) 

Practical 
Draft Work 

□ Handler impedes dog’s forward movement 
□ Handler touches dog or apparatus without judge’s permission 
□ Equipment breaks and can’t be repaired without assistance 

within 10 minutes 
□ Dog tries to pass moveable obstacle/doesn’t wait for handler 
□ Dog doesn’t wait while the handler removes obstacle 
□ No halt on movable obstacle or loading/unloading 
□ Dog does not wait while the handler replaces the obstacle 
□ Dog significantly deviates from the route of the maneuver course 
□ Dog shows aggression or shyness when greeted and patted 
□ Dog refuses to accompany handler/pull draft apparatus 

□ Load falls off apparatus 
□ No change of pace on slow 
□ More than 1 bump (novice) 
□ Dog or apparatus crashes 
□ Excessive touches 
□ Leash guidance (novice) 
□ Any contact at narrows 
□ Dog does not wait when greeted/patted 
□ Dog does not back 3 feet in 1 minute 
□ Handler hovers to force dog to back 
□ Dog doesn’t obey handler’s commands 

 

Visual 
Distraction 

□ Handler touches dog/apparatus without judge’s permission 
□ Dog barks numerous times/refuses to stop barking 
□ Handler impedes dog’s forward movement 
□ Dog refuses to resume exercise after distraction is gone 
□ Dog fails naturally occurring distraction for above reasons 

□ Dog flees from distraction 
□ Dog changes course, follows distraction 
□ Guiding, jerking and/or tight leash 

(novice) 
 

 

Freight 
Load 

□ Freight load is too heavy for apparatus—unsafe condition 
□ Handler must reduce/rebalance load after dog begins to pull 
□ Freight load becomes unbalanced when apparatus is moving 

□ Freight load is too heavy for dog 
□ Dog refuses to move loaded apparatus 

 

 

Group Stay Position your dogs for the Stay, Leave your dogs, Return to your dogs, Exercise finished  
□ Handler gives more than one stay command 
□ Dog changes position, e.g. from down to sit or stand 
□ Rough placement of dog 

□ Dog barks or whines repeatedly 
□ Dog moves out of place 
□ Dog is incorrectly harnessed/hitched 

Distance 
Freight 
Load/Haul 

□ Handler touches dog/apparatus without judge’s permission 
□ Handler alters load on course 
□ Handler impedes dog’s forward movement 
□ Dog refuses to move apparatus (1 minute limit) 
□ Dog can’t comfortably/safely move load full length of course 
□ Dog bumps/overruns/tries to pass lead steward 
□ Equipment breaks and can’t be repaired within 10 minutes 

□ Leash guidance (novice) 
□ Dog refuses to accompany handler 
□ Dog or apparatus Crashes 
□ Excessive touches without permission 
□ More than one Bump (novice) 
□ Dog doesn’t obey handler’s commands 
□ Dog passes a team without permission 

 

Other □ Dog attacks or attempts to attack person or dog on test grounds 
□ Handler deliberately interferes with another team 
□ Handler behaves in unsportsmanlike manner on test grounds 
□ Dog is lame or wears corrective bandages or other attachments 
□ Handler abuses dog or lacks consideration for dog’s welfare 

□ Dog eliminates while being tested 
□ Dog is not under handler’s control 
□ Handler frequently yells at dog 
□ Handler violates test site regulations 
□ Dog exhibits lack of physical capacity 
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