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2013 National Specialty 

We will hear much more 
about the 2013 National 
Specialty in the printed 
SENNtinel, but on behalf of 
the entire club, we can give 
many, many thanks to 
Janelle Kaiser, Liz Coit and 
Allison Allen right here and 
now. And then repeat it ten
-fold in the printed SENN! 
They zigged and zagged 
their way through unsea-
sonal blistering heat and 
came out smiling every 
timeɂreal pros!  

Susan Justice took hun-
dreds of photos at the Spe-
cialty and has made them 
available to all of us! Here 
is a list of the links: 

¶ 9/10/13  

¶ Class Album 1 

¶ Class Album 2 

¶ Breed Album 1 

¶ Breed Album 2 

¶ Top 20 

Susan also has Top 20 
video. Please contact her 
for the You Tube links. 
mydanes@gmail.com 
Thank you so much for 
your generosity, Susan!  

Fall Fun! 

Several of our regional 
clubs have either had or 
will have really great fall 
adventures for Swissy 

enthusiasts. The Crooked 
River club hosted the ever-
popular SwissAthlon in 
early October. I have heard 
nothing but high praise 
from everyone in atten-
dance. 

3ÏÕÔÈÂÏÕÎÄȭÓ 3×ÉÓÓÙÐÁȤ
looza was a real success 
last weekendɂwith great 
weather and wonderful 
activities. Who can resist 
ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȱ3×ÉÓÓÙÐÁÌÏÏÚÁȢȱ 
The word is as fun as all of 
the folks in that terrific 
club. 

SCONE also held a fun festi-
val a few weeks so check 
out their photos on page 
20. 

The Chesapeake and Poto-
ÍÁÃ #ÌÕÂ ÉÓ ÈÏÓÔÉÎÇ ÉÔȭÓ ÁÎȤ
nual three-day Draft Trial 
Extravaganza over Vet-
ÅÒÁÎȭÓ $ÁÙ ×ÅÅËÅÎÄȢ )Ô ÉÓ 
over-subscribed again this 
year. What a treat the 
#ÏÌÌÉÎÓȭ &ÁÒÍ ÉÓȦ 

I know other clubs and in-
dividuals are taking advan-
tage of the fabulous fall 
weather and foliage by hik-
ing, sitting around camp-
fires and romping in leaves. 

Passing the Torch 

This is my final issue as 
editor of the e-SENN. I am 
grateful to Cheryl Gerzabek 
for taking overɂI thank 
you and my computer 
thanks you! 

Cheryl is leaving her post 
as The SENNtinel editor 
and Alison Burns and Sandi 
Snyder are the new editors, 
starting with the November 
1st issue. More about this 
in the Communications 
Committee Report on page 
12. 

2014 National Specialty 

You will notice numerous 
pages of 2014 NS stuff. 
Many thanks to Mary Beth 
5ÓÅÒÙȭÓ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒȟ 3ÔÅÐÈÁȤ
nie, for the gorgeous logo 
you will see plastered all 
over the place! 

The NS committee is hard 
at work to make sure you 
enjoy the event. 

Thank you all for allowing 
me to be your president. 
Keeps this retired person 
busy! 

Mary Jo Rasmussen 

https://plus.google.com/photos/107968828070016222371/albums/5922186005397757361
https://plus.google.com/photos/107968828070016222371/albums/5922555388658179425
https://plus.google.com/photos/107968828070016222371/albums/5922555649693031217
https://plus.google.com/photos/107968828070016222371/albums/5923329764319651521
https://plus.google.com/photos/107968828070016222371/albums/5923321726976283569
https://plus.google.com/photos/107968828070016222371/albums/5922571299984620897
mailto:mydanes@gmail.com
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Treasurerõs Report 

Treasurer Chuck Kalupa 



 3 

 



 4 

Treasurerõs Report continued 
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GSMDCA Board Business: Proposed By-law Changes 

4ÈÅ '3-$#! "ÏÁÒÄ -ÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÐÒÏÐÏÓÉÎÇ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÕÂȭÓ "Ù-
laws. The changes were outlined at the Annual Membership Meeting at our 
National Specialty in Purina Farms September, 2013. It has been five years 
since the By-laws were changed and it is about that often that we examine 
them to determine if they are up-to-date. Here are the areas we are asking 
you to think about now, and vote on in Spring 2014: 

1. Reduce the number of board members from 11 to 9: delete the position of 
Second Vice President and reduce the number of directors by one mem-
ber. 

 Rationale: Most clubs our size have a fewer board members serving on their boards. Additionally, for 
the past several years our Nominating Committees are confronting a lack of interest in those willing 
to serve on the board. Self-nominations are not forthcoming, board members are limited to 3, two-
year terms and it is becoming increasingly difficult to find club members who will serve on the Board 
of Directors. 

2. Change the number of terms the AKC Delegate is allowed to serveɂfrom 3 two-year terms to 6 two-
year terms. This does not apply to our current AKC Delegate because she was elected under the cur-
rent By-laws. 

 Rationale: New AKC Delegates must undergo a minimal background check to be eligible to serve and 
their name must also appear in two issues of the AKC Gazette. Our current AKC Delegate missed two 
of the four AKC Delegate meetings the first year she served because of these requirements.  Addition-
ally, if our club or AKC Delegate hopes to serve on an AKC Delegate Committee, six years is not 
enough time to nurture the friendships necessary to be successful in running for a committee posi-
tion. 

3. Allow the SENNintenel and e-SENN editors to serve on the Board of Directors. 

 Rationale: We have violated this clause on numerous occasions and are currently not in compliance. 

4. Allow our balloting procedures (to vote on By-laws changes and Board Members and Officers) to be 
conducted on-line. In September, the AKC wrote language to allow club members to vote via e-
balloting. The AKC has drafted language for AKC recognized clubs to use for this purpose. One of the 
requirements is for clubs to use commercial e-balloting companies. The AKC issued this statement 
September 1st: 

Parent clubs may conduct elections, votes on breed standard revisions, bylaw amendments and any other 
specific questions a clubôs board of directors shall determine, via electronic balloting. Such balloting must be 
conducted by an independent organization which specializes in electronic balloting. 

A member must sign a written authorization agreeing to this method of balloting, which is revocable, which 
agrees to release the club from any liability should the ballot be received late or not received by the member, 
due to circumstances beyond the clubôs control. Members not providing written authorization will continue to 
receive all materials via USPS. 

Rationale: It is less costly to use e-balloting (the Leonberger Club of America [LCA])piloted the proc-
ess and it was about one-half of paper balloting) and the number of people voting increases. An arti-
cle by Don James of the LCA is on the following page. 

Please contact any board member with questions about the proposed changes. The following link pro-
vides e-mail address of the board members: http://www.gsmdca.org/club -information/club -positions/  

http://www.gsmdca.org/club-information/club-positions/
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E-Balloting by Don JamesñLeonberger Club of America 

E-SENNtinel Matters 

Making the Case for E-Balloting  
This article will attempt to shed 
some light on the process in-
volved in casting an E-Ballot. Not 
only will it will show that E -
Balloting is a great way for a club 
to save money it spends on the 
ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ 
shown that E-Balloting is a great 
way to increase overall participa-
tion in club elections.  

,ÅÔȭÓ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÈÏ× 3ÉÍÐÌÙ 
Voting Inc., one Electronic Ballot-
ing provider runs its elections. 
Different companies might vary 
in some areas but the overall 
process is remarkably similar be-
tween several such companies I 
ÌÏÏËÅÄ ÁÔȢ 7ÅȭÌÌ ÔÈÅÎ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ Á 
comparison of the costs for a Par-
ÅÎÔ #ÌÕÂ ÔÏ ÒÕÎ Á ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ȰÓÎÁÉÌ 
ÍÁÉÌȱ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÖÓȢ ÈÏÌÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ 
same election using Electronic 
"ÁÌÌÏÔÉÎÇȢ 7ÅȭÌÌ ÕÓÅ Á #ÌÕÂȭÓ "ÏÁÒÄ 
election as our example. 

Election Setup 
¶ The designated club election 

manager uses the E-Balloting 
company WEB site to create 
and election specifying both 
the dates and times of the elec-
tion. 

¶ Ballots are defined specifying 
the parameters of the upcom-
ing election. 

¶ Pictures and/or candidate 
statements are uploaded. 

Voter Credentials Uploaded 
¶ Every current member of the 

club will be entered as an eligi-
ble voter in this election. 

¶ Unique authentication creden-
tials are generated for each eli-

gible voter 
¶ An email is sent to each eligible 

voter. This email contains an 
electronic link to the ballot 
with a unique secure authenti-
cation credentials encrypted 
into it.   

Online Voting 
¶ Voters are automatically au-

thenticated when they click on 
the ballot e-link included in the 
email announcing the election. 

¶ Once logged in, the voter will 
be presented with a tamper 
proof official ballot for the up-
coming election. 

¶ When the vote is cast, results 
are immediately encrypted and 
remain anonymous. Following 
completion of the voting proc-
ess, the member is issued a re-
ceipt, which allows them to 
verify their vote was cast as 
they desired. 

¶ Once completed, that voter will 
be denied access to that elec-
tion should they try to login 
and vote again at a later date. 

Results 
¶ When the voting deadline 

passes, results are tabulated 
immediately. 

¶ The Election Administrator 
(club member) can download 
and view election results.   

¶ By default results are not pub-
lished until they are reviewed 
by the Administrator who then 
makes the call to publish those 
results on the election Web 
site. Those results are then 
made available to individual 
club members. 

There is no way that a vote and 

the identity of the voter who cast 
that vote can ever be identified. 
Even the engineers of the E-
Balloting company have no way 
of doing this. 

Encryption is a process wherein 
ÐÒÉÏÒ ÔÏ ÔÒÁÎÓÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȟ Á ÂÁÌÌÏÔȭÓ 
information is transformed into a 
digital code such that no one but 
the authorized election judges 
can read it using their digital 
keys. Even the Internet service 
provider cannot read the ballot 
without these keys, which are 
unique to each election. 

The election administrator has 
the capability of issuing reminder 
emails and can view the up-to-
date reports (but not the results) 
at a midpoint in the balloting 
schedule. 

Many E-Balloting companies will 
also prepare, send, validate and 
count paper ballots for those un-
able or unwilling to use the elec-
tronic balloting option. 
A Financial Comparison 
For purposes of this discussion, 
)ȭÌÌ ÕÓÅ ÄÁÔÁ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 
2011 and 2012 National Board 
elections for the Leonberger Club 
of America (LCA). 

The LCA does a paper ballot elec-
tion. The LCA sends ballots to all 
members in an envelope which 
also contains candidate state-
ments and a pre-addressed ballot 
return envelope and a smaller 
envelope into which the voters 
inserts and seals his ballot before 
enclosing it in the return enve-
lope. The postage on that enve-
lope is the responsibility of the 
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individual club member. 

In 2011, the LCA mailed 949 bal-
lots at a cost of $812.52. 

In 2012, 1022 ballots were 
mailed at a cost of $794.32. (The 
amount was higher in 2011, be-
cause an addendum was added to 
the ballot and there were more 
candidates in 2011). 

In 2011, 412 ballots were re-
turned at a cost (postage) of 
$185.40 

In 2012, 517 ballots were re-
turned at a cost (postage) of 
$232.65 

The total cost of the 2011 elec-
tion was $997.92 

The total cost of the 2012 elec-
tion was $1,026.97 

The average cost is $1012.50 to 
ÒÕÎ Á ÐÁÐÅÒ ȰÓÎÁÉÌ ÍÁÉÌȱ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȢ 

Given these same figures, the cost 
to use an electronic balloting ser-
vice to run the election would 
have been $492.00.*   

Given this sample, the savings to 
a club the size of the Leonberger 
Club of America would amount to 
almost $500 per year for a club 
running a single election. 

*I used the average number of 
ballots between 2011 and 2012 
to arrive at a figure of 980 ballots.  
The Electronic Voting provider 
Simply Voting (http://
www.simplyvoting.com) has an 
online calculator which estimates 
the cost of running an electronic 

election based on the number of 
ballots the customer would ex-
pect to be cast. 

Simply Voting also offers a demo 
of what an electronic election 
might look like to a first time 
ÖÏÔÅÒȢ )ÔȭÓ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÁÔ https://
demo.simplyvoting.com/
index.php. 

Given the fact that electronic vot-
ing simplifies the process and 
generally results in more ballots 
being cast AND offers savings as 
demonstrated in the example 
above, this would seem to be a 
prudent course for clubs to follow 
in future elections. 
The article first appeared in Perspec-
tives, on-line AKC Delegate publication 

GSMDCA Board Business: Annual Board Meeting Minutes 
9/11/13                          Holiday Inn Six Flags, St. Louis                                 Meeting called to order at 8:57 PM 

Attendees: Bonnie Huett, Janelle Kaiser, Kelly Nevin, Mary Jo Rasmussen, Teri Stanger, Alison Burns 

New business: 
1. MJ made a motion that the non-regular Generations Class is comprised of a linear three generation 
pedigree and that clarifying language in the Standing Rules are to be written to make it clear what a 
three generation pedigree is. Kelly second.  Unanimous vote yes. 

2. Janelle made a motion to amend the Standing Rules with regard to the Exemplary Junior Handler Club 
Award to include that the nominees must be AKC registered Junior Handlers.  Alison second.  Unani-
mous vote yes. 

3. Alison made a motion to direct the working chairs to write guidelines for extreme temperature condi-
tions in their rules. Janelle second.  Unanimous vote yes. 

4. Janelle moved and Bonnie seconded a motion to allow Amy Rupert to refurbish the Novice A OB tro-
phy.  Unanimous vote yes. 

5. Alison moved that the board review the condition of all challenge and perpetual trophies. Janelle sec-
ond. Unanimous vote yes. 

6. MJ moved and Alison seconded that we examine the Standing Rules to make sure the GSMDCA board 
is within its authority to pass an Extenuating Circumstances clause that will be applied to our working 
event rules. Unanimous vote yes. 

7. Alison talked about plans for the 2015 NS in Loveland, CO at the Embassy Suites. 

Unfinished Business: Alison volunteered to make a motion with regard to the Pack Hike rules on the 
GSMDCA BB.  Kelly volunteered to make a motion with regard to the Weight Pull rules on the GSMDCA 
BB. 

10:04 PM MJ moved we adjourn. Teri second. Unanimous vote yes.  

Respectfully submitted by Teri Stanger, as transcribed by Mary Jo Rasmussen 

http://www.simplyvoting.com
http://www.simplyvoting.com
https://demo.simplyvoting.com/index.php
https://demo.simplyvoting.com/index.php
https://demo.simplyvoting.com/index.php
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National Specialty 

September 14 -19, 2014  

Bethlehem, PA  

www.gsmdca.org/national -specialty  

Lehigh Best Western Hotel/Conference Center  

 
Plus 

 
Supported Entry September 12 & 13  

Macungie, PA  
 

Plus 
 

Independent Specialty September 19  
Leigh Best Western  

Four New  

Opportunities !!  

¶ Triathlete Chal-

lenge 

¶ Two Concurrent 

Draft Trials  

¶ AKC Herding 

¶ Lure Coursing 

http://www.gsmdca.org/national-specialty
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2013 3rd SENNtinel Topic and Submission Date 

Topic: 2013 National Specialty Issue 

Deadline: November 1st 

Additional Information:  Three published SENNtinels will be produced this year.  Due 

dates for submission of articles, photographs and advertisements are March 1, July 1, 

November 1 

Editor: Alison Burns Woods and Sandi Snyder  senneditor@bitaswissy.com  Please send 

your submissions!! Thank you! 

E-SENNtinel Matters 

National Specialty 

BACHELORS!! 

$25 FOR A HALF-

PAGE AD IN THE 

SENN!! 

 

LET EVERYONE 

MEET YOUR 

AMAZING STUD 

DOG 

Stars from the Past! 
 

The 2014 National Specialty will feature a slideshow of 

Stars from the Past ~ Those wonderful Swissies who 

have left us but still shine brightly in our hearts. 
 

Please send photos of your special Stars so 

they can shine over Bethlehem at the  

2014 National Specialty! 
 

Be sure to include the following information: 

¶ Registered Name 

¶ Call Name 

¶ Titles 

¶ Owners Name(s) 

¶ Year of Birth 

¶ Year of Death 

 

Submit your photos to Katie Markley at 

ktmarkley@comcast.net 

LET YOUR PAST 

(PASSED) SWISSY 

SHINE! 

 

PUT THEM IN 

KATIEõS 

SLIDESHOW 

mailto:senneditor@bitaswissy.com
mailto:ktmarkley@comcast.net
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The Triathlete Challenge  

*Only one score or performance in each venue will count towards the award. The performance must be at the titling 

class level or higher (e.g., PT or higher for herding).  

New 2014 National Specialty Performance Award!!  

Earn 3 legsñyou & your dog are Triathletes! 
 

Is your Swissy made of  

Bethlehem Steel?  

The Specialty Triathlete trophy is awarded (at 
Awards Banquet) to each Swissy/handler team 
that earns a qualifying leg or passing score in 
3 or more venues. *Eligible events are:  

Award offered by Chesapeake & Potomac GSMDC 

¶ Obedience   
¶ Rally 
¶ Draft  

¶ Weight Pull   
¶ Pack Hike 
¶ Herding  

 

To be eligible, download, complete and e -mail the Triathlete Challenge Form  

S
P

E
C

IA
LT

Y T
R

IA
T
H

L
E

T
E 

CHALLENGE 

Handlerõs Name: 

Dogõs Name: 

Identify venues & classes entering for Challenge  

Draft  
 
Obedience 
 
Rally 
 
Herding 
 
Weight Pull 
 
Pack Hike 

class entered:  
 
class entered:  
 
class entered:  
 
class entered:  
 
class entered:  
 
class entered:  

Contact Information  
Address: 

City:  State:  Zip Code: 

Phone: 

E-mail:  

What is the best way to contact you during the 
Specialty? 
 

Will you be staying at the host hotel?  Yes 
 

No 
 

Pre-entry is appreciated, but not required  

Please send completed Triathlete Challenge Form to: Megan Westenmeyer, mfletchrides@hotmail.com, 756 New 

Hope Rd, Cross Junction, VA 22625  Questions? Contact Megan at: 540-664-3946 

TRIATHLETE CHALLENGE FORM 
2014 GSMDCA National Specialty 

"  "
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2014 National Specialty Fundraisers! 

 

A Special Offer 

For 

Stars of the Past 

Open Up History ñNOW!!  

Use our 8 GB Flash Drive! 

 

¶ 30 Years of the SENNentinel: 1983-2013 

¶ Years of the Swissy 30th Anniversary Issue 

¶ Top 20 Programs 

¶ Historical photographs 

¶ All e-SENNS 

Only $25!! Reserve yours today!!  

Contact mjrasmus@gmail.com 

Holiday Collars ñLimited Availability !!  

Must Order by November 10 

$15 plus shipping 
 
 Small (7" - 18") 
 Medium (16" - 20") 
 Large (20" - 26") 
 

 1ó wide 
 

Contact mjrasmus@gmail.com 

Air CollarñHoliday design! Constructed of 
Nylon Aerospacerñused in running shoes. 
Breathable. Washable. Quick Drying. 

mailto:mjrasmus@gmail.com

